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Music Unheard
Sights Unseen

Experience Unforgettable



Kashu Jiva, a Kathodi tribal artist playing

~ Thalisar, an incligenous instrument




Amraram Gurjar & Group presenting Bagdawat Devnarayan 1
Mahagatha in the courtyard of Momasar Choupal %




The 2-day Momasar Utsav brings together over 200 artists and
craftsmen from different parts of Rajasthan in a unique
celebration of folk traditions.

The 9th edition of the festival, held on 19-20 October 2019,
enthralled the folk-art lovers from far and wide, yet again.

It is a truly inclusive and barrier-free festival welcoming people
from all backgrounds and beliefs - about 10 thousand of them
who come from nearby villages and far-off cities and countries.
During these two days they find their own space as they lose
themselves to the unalloyed traditions of this rich land.

This not-for-profit festival is organized jointly by the local
residents of Momasar and the Jajam Foundation.



Momasar is an old town on the fringe of Shekhawati region in Rajasthan. It lies in the Bikaner
district.

Walk through narrow lanes of Momasar and you'll be warmly greeted by cheerful residents
welcoming you to the festival. The local market is abuzz with merchants selling everything from
clothes to farm tools and iron utensils to traditional footwear. Every few hundred meters, you'll
pass by an impressive haveli (palatial mansion) built in early twentieth century or even earlier.

Every year, as winters start setting in and Diwali festivities sweep across the country, this
charming town gears up to host the most unique festival of Rajasthan’s living roots.
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An Unforgettable Affair

The concerts, congregations and exhibitions are organised at unpretentious venues - a haveli
(traditional mansion), an old temple of village deity and an open field next to a johad (traditional water
harvesting structure).

Folk performances at Momasar Farm are unforgettable affairs... in the midst of chirping birds in the

morning and under the stars at night.

Clockwise from top left: Yoga session at the break of dawn; Bhajan Recital by Badriji and Shivji Suthar & Group at the opening concert; Rajasthani folk songs by
Parveen Mirza & Group; Folk performance by Manganiyar artists.



Bhajan recital by Punmaram Meghwal
& Group at Momasar Farm
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A Festival
Like No Other

The early twentieth century Jaichand Lal Patawari
ki Haveli - Momasar Chaupal - becomes the
festival hub with folk artists performing to a
mesmerised audience in the courtyard.

The festival is so structured that visitors mingle
freely with artists and local residents, an
enriching experience for all of them. Visitors are
able to dive deep into these traditions through
intense interactions with the artists.

(Top left) Hustle of colours, art and music at Momasar Chaupal; (Bottom
left) Babunath Jogi & Group; (Below) Bahuroopia, the traditional
impressionists



All concerts and events at Momasar Utsav are
free and open for all audiences and visitors. You
could spot a 20-odd year old software
professional from Delhi seated next to the local
ironsmith on the floor, swaying to the melody of
a surinda that neither had seen, or heard, ever
before.

(Clockwise from top right) Surnaiya Langas, Kathodi tribal artists; Jumma Jogi & Group;
Mangilal Jogi & Group; Mohan Lohar playing the Algoza
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(Clockwise from top right) Kathak
recital; Fire Painting by Ajit Kumar;
Muzsikas, the Hungarian gypsy
band

On the outskirts of the village lies a 250-year
old johad - a traditional water harvesting
structure - with a unique regional
architecture. The open ground next to it -
Momasar Taal - is the venue for the

culminating concert.
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Handcrafted Wonders

The Momasar Chaupal complex comes alive as a vibrant rural mela with
crafts-persons displaying their objet d'art while they also demonstrate
the art to spellbound onlookers.
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(Left top) Phad Painting; (Left bottom) Molela Clay Art
(Centre column, top to bottom) Wooden Kawad; Black clay pottery; Paper toys

(Left column, top to bottom) Traditional cloth decoratives; Wooden toys & utensils;
Natural wood art
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(Clockwise from top) Traditional Peedha weaving; Handicraft by Samuday craft of
Hardoi; Bead jewellery; Traditional clay toys; Traditional Ply-split Braiding




Verbatim

This festival was wonderful and simply unparalleled. Folk music

and arts presented here are truly mesmerizing.
Haridutt Kalla
Eminent Choreographer

I'm spellbound by the disarming charm of folk traditions of our
beautiful land. Organizing an international-level event of such
magnitude with limited resources in the village is a creditable

feat.
Dr. Shashi Sankhla,

Eminent Kathak Guru

These colorful, rare musical acts, dances, theater and artifacts
presented in Momasar Festival represent the depth of our
musical and cultural heritage, and we should be proud to share
it with the world, both locally and internationally.

Pt. Krishna M Bhatt

Sitar Maestro

This village appears to be the imagination of an artist. A rare
confluence of traditional attire, fine arts, folk music, musical
instruments of a forgotten era... where else would one get to see

all this! o
Padmashree Shakir Ali

Renowned Miniature Artist

Momasar Utsav acquaints you with a world which boasts of its
rich culture, traditions and arts. This festival is a mix of
traditions, rural hospitality, architectural heritage and much
more. The organizers rightfully deserve all the commendation.

Narayan Bareth,
Renowned Journalist

Momasar Ustav makes people proud of their roots. It beautifully
showcases colourful Rajahstan and its rural traditions. Listening
to the music and watching the dances was an unforgettable

experience. ,
Daniel Hamar

Muzsikas Band, Hungary

A platform to the fading arts... an introduction to our folk
music, a rendezvous with traditions, charm of sweet
melodies... inall, pure bliss - that's Momasar Utsav.

Rajeev Acharya
Indian Folk Expert

Momasar is one such genuine folk festival in which from early
morning to late in the night, one can immerse oneself in
music, dance, theatre and myriad arts. | thank all the

organizers and the residents of Momasar.
Ashok Rahi
Theatre Director and Writer

In those two days of Momasar Utsav, we felt the sense of
belonging in everybody: in every musician, in every artisan, in
the local people, inthe organization, in the audience, eveninthe
air.

Momasar Utsav is a deep space for finding the essence of life:

sharing.
Tomas and Edmund Moa
Folk Artistes from Chile

My visit to Momasar Utsav made me experience music and art
in a way that nothing ever could. The sound of those folk
instruments and the voices of the singers are forever going to be
engraved in my memory. | feel an overpowering urge to do
something to save our precious cultural legacy and to take it to

the world to admire.
Muskaan Tiwari
Student
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(Clockwise from top left) Life-size human puppets with a bioscope; Nat, a traditional rope acrobat; local school children visiting the festival interact with a painter; A street magician; A musical puppet show




Festival
In News
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Traditional Maandana artists Nahni, Babita
and Manisha



19 Oct 2019

MOMASAR FARM
5:45 am - 6:30 am

Yoga with Classical Music
Yoga Guru: Shyam Joshi
Sitar Recital: Pt. Hariharsharan Bhatt

BHOMIYAJI TEMPLE
7:30 am - 8:30 am

Momasar Utsav Opening Concert
Bhajan Recital by Badri and Shiv Suthar & Group

MoOMASAR CHAUPAL

11am -3 pm
Endangered Folk Music Traditions

e Devotional Songs on Jogia Saarangi
e Kathodi Tribal Music

3pm-4pm
Music in the Haveli Chowk

e Instrumental Symphony by Surnaiya Langas

e Musical Concert by Jumma Jogi & Group

MOMASAR FARM
9 pm - 10:30 pm

e Vocals accompanied by legendary Manganiyar
Kamayacha artists

e Rajasthani Folk Songs by Parveen Mirza &
Group

Festival Schedule

20 Oct 2019

MOMASAR FARM

5:45 am - 6:30 am

Yoga with Classical Music

Yoga Guru: Shyam Joshi

Sitar Recital: Pt. Hariharsharan Bhatt

7:30 am to 8:30 am
Devotional Music by Punmaram Meghwal &
Group

MoMASAR CHAUPAL

11am -3 pm
Endangered Folk Music Traditions

e Devotional Songs on Jogia Saarangi
o Kathodi Tribal Music

3pm-4pm
Music in the Haveli Chowk

e Bagdawat Devnarayan Mahagatha on Jantar
by Amraram Gurjar & Group

e Bharthari Katha & Shiv Ji ka Byaavla by
Babunath Jogi & Group

MOMASAR TAAL
8:30 pm onwards

e Nagara Band Performance by Nathu Solanki

o Surtaal - Jaipur Gharana Kathak meets the
Manganiyars

e Fire Painting by Ajit Kumar
e Hungarian Gypsy Band - Muzsikas
o Khejri ki Beti — A musical play

19-20 Oct 2019
Hands-on Workshop on Lime Construction
Techniques

by Aayojan School of Architecture and Dronah
Foundation

19 & 20 Oct 2019

MOMASAR CHAUPAL
11 amto 5 pm

OFF-STAGE PERFORMANCES
e Street Magic by Lal Bhai and Group
e Rope Acrobatics by Mahipal Nat & Group

e Traditional Impressionists Show
by Sanjeev Bahuroopia & Group

e Dhol with Bagpipe by Shrawan Gegawat & Group
e Life-size Human Puppet Show by Bhajan Lal Bhat
e Live Painting by Prof. Subroto Mandal & Group

CRAFT DEMONSTRATIONS

e Traditional Ply-split Braiding by Ramrakh
e Bead Work by Rajki Sapera

e Phad Painting by Abhishek Joshi

e Kawad by Dwarka Prasad

e Charkha & Pattu by Bheraram & Modaram Meghwal
e Traditional Embroidery & Patch-work by Khetaram Meghwal

and Group
o Natural Wood Art by Natthu Lal Jangid
e Black Pottery by Ramesh Prajapat
e Traditional Decoratives by Vinod Darji
e Peedha Making by Gopal Kumhar
e Wooden Toys & Utensils by Sitaram Suthar
e Clay Toys by Rajendra Sharma
e Samuday - Handicraft from Hardoi
e Folk Instrument Making by Mohan Lohar
e Molela Clay Art by Kishan Kumhar
e Wood Art by Amzad Khan
e Paper Art by Girdhari & Rekha
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playing an indigenous wind instrument made from

Back cover: Radku Deva, a Kathodi tribal artist
dried gourd
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